The role of the ICP Vegetation
Thirty four countries of Europe plus the USA
contribute experimental data and modelling :
expertise to the ICP Vegetation, an International Further Information
Cooperative Programme reporting to the United
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Mosses provide a complementary method
to assess spatial patterns and temporal
trends of atmospheric heavy metal
deposition:

U Carpet forming mosses obtain trace
elements and nutrients directly from
the atmosphere.

In recent years, the lowest
concentrations of heavy metals in
mosses were found generally in
northern Europe and the highest
concentrations in Belgium and
eastern Europe .

Europe-wide the concentration in
mosses of arsenic, cadmium, lead
and vanadium has declined the most
between 1990 and 2005, with hardly
any reduction being observed for
chromium and mercury.

O Temporal trends were country-specific.

U Spatial patterns and temporal trends
for cadmium and lead agree quite
well with those modelled by the
European Monitoring and Evaluation
Programme (EMEP).
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